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universities of Miami, London and Surrey before being appointed, 
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David’s philosophical interests are wide, ranging from environmental ethics to aesthetics, from 
the philosophy of language to Asian thought, from the history of philosophy to the philosophy 
of religion. This breadth of interests is reflected in the many books he has written, which include 
Metaphor, Existentialism: A Reconstruction, World Philosophies: An Historical Introduction, 
The Measure of Things: Humanism, Humility and Mystery, Meaning, and A Philosophy of 
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Since retiring from academic life, David has been able to devote more energy – as a trustee and 
the secretary of the charity Project Sri Lanka – to post-disaster and development initiatives in 
Sri Lanka in which he has been involved since the Asian tsunami of 2004. He has also been 
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where he and his wife have a house, and their home and garden in a small village in the north of 
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